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Abstract

In the 18" century, Europeans were fascinated with Oriental civilization.
The Siamese were among the Asians found in the literature of that time. In
the novel Lettres siamoises, ou le Siamois en Europe, the author uses the
Siamese as the main characters to tell the story. The article investigates
the content of literary works using a historical framework for analysis. In
the story, we come across the interest of Westerners towards the Siamese
in various matters, which can be divided into three domains: the absolute
monarchy in Siam, various beliefs in Buddhism, the way of life, traditions and
culture of the Siamese people. Studying the representation of the Siamese
in Lettres siamoises, ou le Siamois en Europe not only shows the Siamese
under various aspects but also sees the Orientalist trend in French society
at that time.
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Noted. From Lettres siamoises, ou le Siamois en Europe (p. 3), by J. London, 1751, Francois Delaguette.
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“un lieu de repos et de plaisir, destiné pour étre le séjour des Dieux
ou ne vivant que pour eux-mémes, ils ne sont occupés pendant toute
”éternité que leur propre Bonheur, et ne songent qu’a jouir dans la pleine
tranquillité du fruit de leurs travaux”

Noted. From Histoire Naturelle et Politique du Royaume de Siam (p. 160-161), by N. Gervaise, 1688,

CL. Barbin.
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Noted. From Lettres siamoises, ou le Siamois en Europe (p. 33), by J. London, 1751, Francois Delaguette.
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Noted. From Lettres siamoises, ou le Siamois en Europe (p. 91), by J. London, 1751, Francois Delaguette.
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Noted. From Lettres siamoises, ou le Siamois en Europe (p. 52-53), by J. London, 1751, Francois

Delaguette.
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